


EPISODE 
GUUDE 1963 - 
64 


PG.2 


STORY GUIDE 


William Russell 


interview 


Some 


SzGo 1195 53 
| ahe Keyped manrcectne Acece Tne sener tte Tre cere) Terr 


SEASON 1 


SUBTITLE GOES HERE 





Season 1 of Doctor Who ran between 23 November 1963 and 12 September 1964, It starred 
‘William Hartnell as the First Doctor, Carole Ann Ford as Susan Foreman, the Doctor's 
granddaughter, and William Russell and Jacqueline Hill as the companions lan Chesterton and 
Barbara Wright. 


William Henry Hartnell (8 January 1908(1] ~ 23 April 1975) was an English actor. While 
Hartnell made numerous stage and television appearances and acted in over 75 British films, 
he is best remembered today as the First Doctor in 8BC Television's Doctor Who, which he 
played from 1963 to 1966 {2] He was also well known for his roles as Sergeant Grimshaw, the 
title character of the first Carry On film, Carry on Sergeant in 1958, and as Company Sergeant 
Major Percy Bullimore during the fist season of the sitcom The Army Game in 1957, returning 
for the final season 1964, 





AN UNEARTHLY CHILD. 
DATE: 23 NOVEMBER 196: 


‘An Unearthly Child (sometimes referred to as 100,000 BC) [1] is the First 
serial ofthe British science fiction television series Doctor Who. It was 
first broadcast on BBC TV in four weekly parts from 23 Noverber to 14 
December 1963. Scripted by Australian writer Anthony Coburn, the 
serial introduces William Hartnell as the First Doctor and his original 
companions: Carole Ann Ford as the Doctor's granddaughter, Susan 
Foreman, with Jacqueline Hill and William Russell as school teachers 
Barbara Wright and lan Chesterton. The fist episode deals with lan and 
Barbara's discovery of the Doctor and his time-space ship, the TARDIS, 
ina junkyard in contemporary London. The remaining episodes are set 
amid a power struggle between warring Stone Age factions who have 
lost the secret of making fire 


Cast Doctor Who ~ William Hartnell 
Barbara Wright ~ Jacqueline Mill 
Jan Chesterton — William Russell 


Susan Foreman ~ Carole Ann Ford 


‘THE DALEKS: THE DEAD PLANET 
FIRST BROADCAST: 21 DECEMBER 1963 

‘The TARDIS lands in a petrified forest on an alien planet. Determined 
to explore, the Doctor leads his companions into the metal city, where 
they discover the danger of what will Become his deadliest enemies, 
the mutant Daleks. (Originally broadcast in seven parts.) 


"The Pilot Episode" 


there are at least five versions of the Doctor Who pilot 
episode out there: the version on The Hartnell Years VHS 
tape (which I still have), the version transmitted in August 
1991 (which | didn’t see), the version on The Edge of 
Destruction VHS tape (which 1 don’t have) and the two 
versions in the Beginning DVD box set. It is the “corrected” 
DVD version that is presumably the edition available on 
Britbox (unless there’s a sixth edit)? 


on 26th August 1991, the BBC aired the original pilot 
episode of An Unearthly Child. 
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‘MARCO POLO (DOCTOR WHO) 





22 FEBRUARY TO 4 APRIL 1964, T WAS WRITTEN BY JOHN 
LUcAROTH 

Lucarotti—who had previously written works based on 
‘Marco Polo's adventures —was suggested to producers by 
Doctor Who creator Sydney Newman when the show was 
ary in development. Throughout production, the script 
was rewritten to make the story mere personal to Pola, 
Barry Newbery, the serials designer, used several 
historical books for research of the old designs, taking 
inspiration from 1900 Korean architecture. The seal 
premiered with nine milion viewers, and maintained 
audience figures throughout its sevenweek run. It 
received generally postive responses from crtes and was 
sold widely overseas, but was erased by the BBC in 1967; 
the entire serials missing as a result. The serial received 
later print adaptations, and soundtrack releases using the 
surviving aus. Plot The TARDIS crew lands in the Pamir 
Mountains of the Himalayas in 1289, their ship badly 
damaged, and are picked up by Marca Polo's (Mark Eden) 
caravan on Its way along the fabled Sik Road to see the 
[Emperor Kablai khan (Martin Miller). The story concerns 
the First Dactor (Wiliam Hartnell), his granddaughter 
Susan Foreman (Carole Ann Ford) and her teachers lan 
Chesterton (Wiliam Russell) and Barbara Wright 
(Gacqueline Hill, and their attempts to thwart the 
‘machinations of Tegana (Derren Nesbit), who attempts to 
sabotage the caravan along its travels through the Pamir 
Plateau and across the treacherous Gobi Desert, and 
lkimately to assassinate Kublai Khan in Peking, tthe 
height of his imperial power. The Doctor and his 
companions also attempt to regain the TARDIS, which 
"Marco Pate has taken to give to Kublai Khan in effort to 
regain the emperor's good graces. Susan gets the TARDIS 
key fram Ping-Cho (Zenia Merton) but is captured by 
Tegana before they can depart. They are finaly able to 
thwart Tegana, who ‘ils himself before he can be 
‘executed, restoring the emperors respect for Marco Pola, 
and the emperor allows them to depart 








THE KEYS OF MARINUS 


FIRST BROADCAST: 11 APRIL 196 


‘The Keys of Marinus is the fifth serial in the British science fiction television series Doctor Who, which was first 
broadcast on BBC1 in six weekly parts from 11 April to 16 May 1964, Written by Terry Nation and directed by John 
Gorrie, the serial takes on a "mini-adventures" format, in which the First Doctor (William Hartnell), his granddaughter 
Susan Foreman (Carole Ann Ford), and her teachers lan Chesterton (William Russell) and Barbara Wright (Jacqueline 
Hill) search for four keys to restore the Conscience of Marinus, a computer which maintains law and order. The group 
travel to two cities, a jungle, and an icy wasteland in search of the keys. 


The Keys of Marinus was written to replace a different script which was deemed problematic. When commissioned 
to write the script, Nation was intrigued by the idea of the TARDIS crew searching for pieces of a puzzle; he and script 
editor David Whitaker decided to construct the serial around a series of "mini-adventures", each with a different 
setting and cast. Incidental music was composed by Norman Kay, while Raymond Cusick, Daphne Dare and Jil 
Summers worked as designers. The serial premiered with nine million viewers, maintaining audience figures for 
several weeks before seeing a significant drop from the fifth episode. Response for the serial was mixed, and it 
received several print adaptations and home media releases. 


Interview: Dactor Who's William Russell - Radio Times 
So really lan was the first proper hero in Doctor Who? 


He was indeed. Verity [Lambert, producer] invited me to the BBC for lunch and I said to her, “So I'm the action man?” 
and she said, “That's exactly right.” She told me that Bill [William Hartnell] would play the leading role, but not be 
doing the fights. | was delighted. So really lan was the first proper hero in Doctor Who? 


He was indeed. Verity [Lambert, producer] invited me to the BBC for lunch and I said to her, “So I’m the action man?” 
and she said, “That's exactly right.” Verity was exceptional in many ways and became enormously successful in 
television. But at my first meeting with her, she was so young and bright, and I couldn't quite believe she was going 
to be the producer. | was used to these old BBC gentlemen. 


What do you remember of the first story? 


We had to do a bit of filming at Ealing Studios. It was for the end of one of the episodes and the four of us were ina 
very frivolous mood that day. Bill, Jackie [Hill] and Carole [Ann Ford] and | had discovered we had the same sense of 
humor. We'd had a very good lunch and been hanging around all morning not doing anything and then suddenly they 
wanted to film. 


The scene was escaping from the prehistoric characters and running back to the Tardis. But we kept teasing the old 
BBC cameraman, who was trying to line us up. We were a bit naughty; | suppose. And then the rest was in Lime 
Grove. | remember driving my little car, Jackie beside me, in the fog towards the junkyard where we discovered the 
Tardis. 


Unearthly Child RT 1963 
Radio Times promoting Doctor Who the week before it began in 1963 


You had to record that first episode twice. 


Yes, we all went to see it ~ the cast, Verity and Waris (Hussein, director] - and we were all sitting there at the end 
and Sydney Newman [Doctor Whose creator] stood up and said, “Do it again, Waris!” Subtle changes had to be made. 


Lime Grove Studios were notoriously cramped. 


'’d played Nicholas Nickleby in Studio D, the tiny drama studio [in 1957, below]. Live television, on a Sunday and then 
acted again on the Thursday. It was all very crushed. 


Nicholas Nickleby RT 1957 
Radio Times article on Nicolas Nickleby starring William Russell in 1957 


‘And once you put the huge Tardis set in there, well... It took a while getting used to the Tardis, with the wobbly doors 
and that extraordinary thing in the middle like a cinema organ going up and down. That was temperamental. 
Everything in the set had to be coordinated: the lighting, and all sorts of sound effects connected to movement. 
When we eventually moved into TV Centre [in White City], we were all amazed because at last we had some space 
and could do things properly. 


Which stories do you remember with particular fondness? 


The first one - so many laughs in rehearsal with the cavemen. It was extremely well acted. Not so easy to do when 
you're saying, “Me want fire!” | enjoyed the history ones especially. Marco Polo was wonderful. The costumes were 
beautiful. It was Waris’s big return to us, but it’s one that's disappeared from the archives. 


William Russell 3 (Radio Times 2010 Patrick Mulkern) 


William Russell holding an original camera script for An Unearthly Child, the first episode of Doctor Who. 
Photographed in his London home by RT's Patrick Mulkern, 2010 


You did three stories with the Daleks. What did you make of them? 


Well, at first we thought they were laughable. Mind you, we were introduced to them without their tops on. Just an 
actor sitting in this sort of bathtub base. But when we started working with them, you could see how they'd become 
convincing. | had three young children at that time and they used to queue up behind the sofa and keep disappearing 
at different points. | had to pull out the creature inside. 


You don’t actually see anything much in the episode, but it was a horrible thing — like an awful jellyfish. In those days 
people didn’t really know there were little men inside working everything, 


What memories do you have of your co-stars? William Hartnell... 


| got on very well with Bill. | admired him so much as a film actor. One of the first films | ever saw was Brighton Rock. 
He was terrifying in that. He had a quality | loved, which was that he was dangerous. It’s a remarkable ability for an 
actor when suddenly they can turn and give you a shudder ~ a tingle down your spine. And he was humorous too. He 
started in farce or light-hearted comedies. He had lots of jokes about those times. 


He really was such a good actor and he enjoyed it all so much. I've heard lots of stories about him forgetting his lines, 
but | don’t remember any of that. Of all of us, he was absolutely there, in the moment, all the time. 


‘And Carole Ann Ford who played the Doctor’s granddaughter Susan. 


Carole was ideal to play this strange sort of person. She does have a remarkable otherworldly resemblance. She really 
looked “not quite one of us”. She felt disappointed because she thought she was just shouting, “Help!” or “I'm stuck.” 
She'd thought there was going to be more to the role. 


‘And then Maureen O'Brien took over as space orphan Vicki. 


Maureen was marvelous. She didn’t compete with Carole as an otherworldly character, but was recognizable as 2 
bright young teenager of that period. She’s a very intelligent young actress. Well, she’s not so young any more. None 
of us are. She’s become a novelist. n fact, | went to one of her books launches with Verity a few years back. 


Your closest relationship must have been with Jacqueline Hill who played Barbara 


| loved Jackie. She was a very attractive woman, and we had lots of shared memories because we were both 
Midlanders. She'd been a Cadbury's girl at Bourneville in Birmingham. We'd talk together in a Brummy accent. 


You stayed in the series for a year-and-a-half. What prompted you to leave? 


That's just me, I'm afraid. | never intended it should go on as long as that. I'm always looking for a chance to get back 
to the theatre. At the end of our time on Doctor Who, | said to Jackie, “Let’s do Separate Tables, the Terence Rattigan 
play.” It was a chance for both of us and we did a little theatre tour. We weren’t crying to be leaving. I'm always 
looking forward to the next experience. You have to as an actor. 


Did you stay in touch with Jackie? 


Oh yes. Verity was also a close friend of hers. Inow know why we didn’t see so much of Jackie before she died because 
she was changing so much with the disease. It was awful but she was really stricken and didn’t want to see us. | was 
always ringing her up and saying, “Come to this or that” but there was always an excuse. And then when I spoke to 
Alvin [Rakoff, her husband], he said she’d changed so much with the cancer and just didn’t want to see people. 


‘And Verity, of course, had cancer, but you wouldn’t have known she was ill at all. | had no idea. We had a hilarious 
lunch at a café near her home and ten days later she was dead. 


How do your account for the lasting appeal of Doctor Who? 


Well, | think it was the brilliance of Sydney for creating the character, and Waris was marvelous as the first director. 
He was very serious but he'd also have great fun. It was a very lovely job for me. 'm amazed | still get letters, The last 
thing | did when I was coming down from Aberdeen was answer all the fan mail. | mean I did this, what is it, 47 years 
ago...? 


Have you followed the programme over the years? 


‘Yes, from time to time. I'm astonished to see it today. It’s absolutely brilliant, like a great big film. They've really got 
money to spend, I say to myself every time | look at it. 








and William Russell) probe the mystery surrounding one of 


Sarurpay’s serial begins when two teachers (Jacqueline Hill 
their pupils (Carol Ann Ford)—and meet the strange Dr. Who 








THE AZTECS 
FIRST BROADCAST: 23 MAY 1964 


‘The TARDIS crew arrive In Mexica in the 16th century, With the TARDIS trapped in a tomb, Barbara Weight Jacqueline Hil is mistaken for 
2 fernale reincarnation of the ancient high priest Yetaxa, and assumes her guise and identity. From her new position of power, Barbara 
sees her chance to bring an end to human sacrifice. She sees the good side of Aztec culture manifested in Autloc (Keith Pyott), the High 
Priest of Knowledge, and the gruesome side embodied in the High Priest of Sacrifice, Tlotax! (John Ringham). As a history teacher, she sees 
‘how advanced thelr culture really s and believes that if sacrifice were abolished, they would be spared destruction at the hands of the 
Spanish, The urgent warnings ofthe First Doctor (William Hartnell) that Barbara cannot change history fall on deaf ears, much to his fury. 


The Sensoriteslunes 





20th August 1964 


the time team materialise inside a spaceship and discover its human occupants, Maitland, John and Carol in thrall to beings called the 
Sensorites, around whose planet they are orbiting. The allens trap the Dactor and his companions by removing the lock from the Tardis, 
and al except Maitland and Barbara are taken to the planet, ar Sense-Sphere, There, lan falls prey ta the same illness that has been killing 
Sensorites. And while the Doctor tres to find a cure, suspicion about all the vistors’ activities grows among their hosts, especialy the City 
Administrator. 





The Reign of Terror 
8 August to 12 September 1964. 


It’s 1794 and the Tardis lands just outside Paris during one of its bloodiest epochs, "The Doctor's put us down right 
in the middle of the French Revolution,” says lan. In a bold attempt to free his young friends from the Conciergerie 
prison, the Doctor poses as an important dignitary and has a face-to-face encounter with Robespierre, the 
republican leader sending thousands of counter-revolutionaries to the guillotine, Susan and Barbara narrowly avoid 
the same fate and, with lan, assist a group running an escape chain to England. 





Season 1 
Producer: Verity Lambert 
Story Editor: David Whitaker 
Pirst Doctor: William Hartnell 
Gompanions: Carole Ann Ford (Susan Foreman), William 
Nussell (lan Chesterton) & Jacqueline Hill (Barbara Wright) 


‘DOCTOR 


ERITY LAMBERT 
Producer 





